
There’s No Place Like Home:
Avoiding a Wave of Evictions in Pittsburgh as 
Moratoriums End



Pittsburgh and 
Allegheny County’s 

Housing Crisis

Made worse by the 
pandemic



Evictions are destabilizing

• Evictions have destabilizing effect on renters and communities
• harmful reductions in health, childhood development and future work 

prospects

• Force a separation from neighbors and family, which disrupts support 
networks and communities

• Housing insecurity disproportionately impacts people of color, 
poor people and women
• Nationally, Black women face evictions at twice the rate of white people 

which is likely higher in Pittsburgh

• Eviction filings in Allegheny County prior to the pandemic coincide closely 
with poverty and were especially high in poor Black neighborhoods



The green dots on the first map show Black households in 
poverty, which align closely with eviction filings pre-
pandemic.



The Pandemic has Exacerbated the Existing 
Housing Crisis

• The pandemic effected groups already at greatest risk of eviction: 
lower-wage workers, people of color, and women
• These groups of workers were concentrated in sectors that had to close or 

scale back in order to reduce COVID spread

• Data from Allegheny County rental assistance dashboard show 
those applying for rental assistance are disproportionately low-
income, Black and women-headed households



Demographics of rental 
assistance applicants

▪ 71% of applicants are women 
(52% of AC residents are 
women)

▪ 58% of applicants are Black 
(13% of AC residents are 
Black)

▪ Median monthly income of 
applicants: $1,463 (AC median 
is $5,082)



Eviction 
Moratoriums

The ending CDC moratorium 
could trigger a wave of 

evictions



Context: The CDC Eviction Moratorium Expires
• The existing CDC moratorium expired on July 31, 2021.

• Its expiration presents a risk of a surge of eviction filings

• Pittsburgh residents are currently only protected by the Pittsburgh 
Eviction Moratorium 
• The PGH eviction moratorium has not reflected a slowing of eviction filings. 

(Eviction filings averaged about 26/week in the previous 8 weeks and about 
28/week in the 8 weeks after its implementation)

• Allegheny County residents (outside of Pittsburgh) no longer have an 
eviction moratorium to protect them





Rent Relief Programs

Another strategy to address 
the pandemic-related 

housing crisis



Rent Relief Programs

• Rental relief programs allow those in crisis to stay in their homes.

• But burdensome income documentation requirements and difficulty 
getting aid to those most in need have hampered effectiveness of 
these programs.



Rent Relief Programs

There have been four separate sources of funding for rental relief in Allegheny County: 

1. The state’s PA Housing Finance Agency program
Problems with this program: Burdensome documentation requirements, spending deadline, 

lack of landlord participation 

2. The Allegheny County rental relief program
Problems with this program: Did not meet demand, as only 43% of applicants from extreme 

need neighborhoods received aid before the spending deadline.

(continued...)



Rent Relief Programs (continued)

3. Emergency Rental Assistance funds via the December 2020 federal 
aid package (ERA1): $80 million

Improvements:
• Funds can be distributed to renters even if landlords don’t wish to participate

• Provides funds (as available) for up to 15 months

4. Emergency Rental Assistance funds via the American Rescue Plan 
(ERA2): $64 million

Improvements:
• ARP legislation reduces documentation requirements

• Funds can be used for transitional housing



• The state’s distribution formula was population based and did 
NOT take into account the share of renters per county or 
variations in the cost of rent.

• Allegheny County has a high share of households that rent 
(35%) compared to other counties.

• This led to Allegheny County receiving $757 per rental 
household (second to LAST).

Federal Emergency Rental assistance funds 
were distributed inequitably by the state





Will available rental 
relief funds be able 
to meet the needs 
of at-risk renters?



How does rental relief compare to increased 
need?

• Total ERA funds to Allegheny County: $144 million (fair funding would have 
provided $199 million)

• Approximately 190,000 rental households in Allegheny County

• Household Pulse data:
• Percent of PA renters very or somewhat likely to face eviction or foreclosure: 26.8% 

average over last two months

• Using this estimate, 51,000 Allegheny rental households at risk of eviction

• ERA funds available for each potential household at risk: $2,825, or 3.17 
months of rent—only about half the $5,369 provided to Allegheny County 
recipients of relief to date.



How does rental relief compare to increased 
need?



Outstanding question:
• Can these funds get into the hands of renters who need it?

• Allegheny County residents outside of the city of Pittsburgh face little eviction 
protections now that the CDC moratorium has ended.

• With eviction moratoriums ending or not being strong enough, a slow distribution of 
aid may not be enough to prevent a wave of potential evictions.

• Some localities across the country are beginning to think about 
using local ARP funds to supplement ERA funds – for those who 
don’t qualify or are falling through the cracks.

• Pittsburgh and Allegheny County should consider this.



Solutions:

How to address our 
immediate housing crisis 

while building a more 
equitable Pittsburgh?  



Solutions
• To address the immediate crisis:

• Strengthen the Pittsburgh Moratorium
• Work with courts to ensure enforcement

• Expand Commission on Human Relations capacity

• Improve outreach to ensure families most in need receive assistance using 
non-profits trusted in neighborhoods
• Support trusted organizations to conduct outreach and provide case management 

• Follow Treasury guidance to not evict recipients 30 to 90 days after rental relief is 
received 

(Continued…)



Solutions (continued)
• ARP resources to plug gaps in federal emergency rental assistance and 

meet additional needs.
• To address long-term housing affordability: use 10% of ARP resources to solve 

10% of shortage of affordable housing units.

• Use American Rescue Plan funds to supplement existing ERA funds and 
support individuals who may fall through the cracks or fail to qualify due to 
restrictions in use of the federal money



Thank you!


